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ÅLibrary of Congress ï
Åhttps://www.loc.gov/rr/scitech/trs/trswhatare.html
ÅThe names given to these publications series vary and include 

such generic categories as "technical reports," "working 
papers," "preprints," "research memoranda," "internal notes," 
"occasional papers," "discussion papers," and "gray (or grey) 
literature.
ÅThe format provides rapid communication of new research 

results.
ÅThe reports are disseminated to a targeted audience. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note: Technical report databases also contain photos, conference 
papers, transcripts of speeches, and abstracts of journal articles by 
researchers; weôre including those too.

What is a technical report?
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What is a technical report? ïcontôd.

ÅA technical report is a document written by a researcher detailing 
the results of a project and submitted to the sponsor of that project. 

ÅMany of Georgia Tech's reports are government-sponsored and are 
on microfiche. DOE, NASA and the Department of Defense are top 
sponsors. A number of U.S. Government sponsors now make 
technical reports available full image via the Internet.

ÅUniversity research centers and state agencies also issue technical 
reports.
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What is a technical report? ïcontôd.

They tend to possess the following characteristics:

Å May be published before the corresponding journal literature

Å Content may be more detailed than the corresponding journal 
literature, although there may be less background information since 
the sponsor already knows it

Å Technical reports are usually not peer reviewed unless the report 
is separately published as journal literature

Å Classified and ñexport controlledò reports have restricted access.

Å Obscure acronyms and codes are frequently used.
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Online Sources for Full-Text of Reports 

This, and the following 7 slides ïlist databases as a convenient 
reference

ÅAgency databases ïNTRL [NTIS]; science.gov ; NTRS [NASA] ; 
TRID ; DTIC ; ERIC ; DOE; and others

ÅAgency websites (caveat - report is often not permanently 
retained)

ÅHathiTrust

ÅFederal contractor websites such as RAND

ÅCatalog of U.S. Government Publications (links to permanent 
full-text if available)
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Multi-agency Databases

ÅNTRL
ÅNational Technical Reports Library (NTIS ïNational Technical

Information Service)
ÅHistorical and current federally-funded technical reports
ÅOver 3 million titles with links to over 800,00 full text (in PDF)
ÅExample
https://ntrl.ntis.gov/

ÅScience.gov
ÅOver 60 databases from 15 federal agencies
ÅExample
http://www.science.gov
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Agency Databases

ÅDTIC: Public DoD Technical Reports

ÅTechnical Reports by organizations funded by the Department of Defense 
to perform research in a wide variety of industries and disciplines

ÅSearch box is at the top of the screen ï

Search this site, DoD S&T Reports, and more
ÅCan sort by relevance or date and limit records to DoD technical reports

ÅFull-text of selected reports, especially of recent reports

https://discover.dtic.mil/

ÅNTRS: NASA Technical Reports Server

ÅSelected full text reports from NASA and its predecessor, NACA

ÅLeft column - can search by Title, Author etc.

ÅExample

https://ntrs.nasa.gov/
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Agency Databases (Contôd)

ÅTRID Online . The TRIS and ITRD Database
ÅTransport Research International Documentation. Produced by 

Transportation Research Board. Selected full text report links
ÅExample
https:// trid.trb.org

ÅDepartment of Energy (DOE)
ÅDept. of Energy, Office of Scientific and Technical Information (OSTI). 
ÅUse Advanced Search (drop down menu, right of search box) to refine by 

Title, Author, More Options (Resource Type technical report etc.). FAQ(tips) 
ÅExample
https://www.osti.gov/

ÅAgricola
ÅNational Agricultural Library, Dept. of Agriculture. Selected records linked to 

full-text documents online. Advanced Search
https://agricola.nal.usda.gov/
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Agency Databases (Continued)

ÅNSCEP
ÅNational Service Center for Environmental Publications. EPA
ÅConsumer focus, but selected reports are available
ÅNote: some materials, for example ñClimate Change Indicators of the 
United Statesò, a biennial, have not been updated the past few years
ÅExample
https:// www.epa.gov / nscep

ÅUnited States Geological Survey
ÅSelected reports in USGS Publications Warehouse
ÅExample
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/

ÅERIC
ÅDept. of Education. Institute of Education Sciences. Selected full-text 
https://eric.ed.gov/
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Additional Agencies

ÅCongressional Research Service (CRS)  Example

https:// crsreports.congress.gov

ÅCongressional Budget Office (CBO)  Example

https:// www.cbo.gov /

ÅGovernment Accountability Office (GAO)  Example

https://www.gao.gov/

ÅCatalog of U.S. Government Publications

ÅLinks to permanent full -text if available

https://catalog.gpo.gov
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Other Sources for Digitized Reports

ÅHathiTrust Digital Library

Å1.4 million government documents from 40 institutions. 
Selected technical reports

ÅExample

https://www.hathitrust.org/

ÅTRAIL - Technical Reports Archive & Image Library

Å86,000 digitized reports

ÅExample

http://technicalreports.org/
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Other Sources for Digitized Reports ïcontôd.

ÅRAND Corporation  [Note: the url is -- .org, NOT .com (different co.)]

http://www.rand.org/

ÅInternet Archive

https://archive.org/

ÅUSA.gov [Note: also includes many state-level documents]

https://www.usa.gov/

ÅUniversity repositories  [Note the copyright is with each title, as 
authors are not federal employees]

http://www.rand.org/
https://archive.org/
https://www.usa.gov/


Georgia Tech Library Technical Report Guide
"Research Help Support " (top row)  

"Research Guides "
"Technical Reports " 

https:// libguides.gatech.edu / techreports

More information

https://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports
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Georgia Tech Library 
Technical Reports Research Guide

https:// libguides.gatech.edu / techreports

https://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports


https:// libguides.gatech.edu / techreports /databases

List of selected
technical reports

databases

https://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports/databases
https://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports/databases
https://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports/databases


wind farms

wind turbines
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Å Free database from NTIS

Å Advanced Search
Å Fields (drop down menu): Title , 

Author , Keyword, etc. 

ÅHelp ïtips, such as strings are 
automatically stemmed (searches 
plural and singular é)

Å NTIS is also available as a 
subscription database through 
platforms with powerful search 
engines ïProQuest, Engineering 
Village, STN. Georgia Tech Library 
subscribes to ProQuestôs NTIS

NTRL

https://ntrl.ntis.gov/

https://ntrl.ntis.gov/NTRL/help.xhtml
https://about.proquest.com/products-services/ntis-set-c.html
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/engineering-village/content/ntis
https://www.cas.org/sites/default/files/documents/ntis.pdf
https://ntrl.ntis.gov/


The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) acquired and installed a 1.5-megawatt 

(MW) wind turbine at the National Wind Technology Center (NWTC) at the 

National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). This turbine (hereafter 

referred to as the DOE 1.5) is envisioned to become an integral part of the 

research initiatives for the DOE Wind Programé

Å Snippet of NTRL abstract above

Å NTRL record fields include: 
keywords, page count, and 
agency name
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Power Performance Test Report for the U.S. 
Department of Energy 1.5 -Megawatt Wind Turbine

PDF is also available by searching DOEôs 
OSTI.GOV Advanced Search

Drop down menu   Fields Title, Authoré

https://www.osti.gov/

https:// doi.org /10.2172/1215120

OSTI.GOV record

https://www.osti.gov/
https://doi.org/10.2172/1215120


https://www.science.gov/

Consider using Advanced Search
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https://www.science.gov/


20



ñclimate changeò or ñglobal warmingò

Note: can select subject, 

or selected content from 

Agency websites
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Note: selected content 

from Agency websites
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